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The Los Angeles Breakfast Club® Celebrates a Century of 
Friendship at the 100th Anniversary of Club’s Founding 
 
(LOS ANGELES - February 11, 2024) – The Los Angeles Breakfast Club, a 501(c)(3) 
organization based in Los Angeles, gears up for their centennial anniversary, planning to 
celebrate its official 100th “birthday” at its March 5th breakfast meeting. 
 
March 5th will be just a day ahead of what marks exactly 100 years since the first meeting 
of The Los Angeles Breakfast Club, held on March 6, 1925. The Club was founded by 
Broadway merchant Maurice De Mond and at the time, meetings were typically held on 
Friday mornings with a horse ride followed by breakfast with presentations and 
entertainment. However, since 1928, meetings have taken place on Wednesday mornings, 
currently starting at 7:00AM on 50 weeks of the year.  
 
A Lasting Legacy 
Horse riding is no longer part of the agenda, but the weekly programming does still feature 
a buffet breakfast, sing-along songs, silly traditions like light group “calisthenics” and a 
reading of the Club’s historic Cryptogram, and culminates with a presentation from a guest 
speaker. Recent speakers of note include entertainment icons actor and activist Ed Begley 
Jr. and legendary psychedelic TV producer Sid Krofft, comedians Melissa Villaseñor and Paul 
Scheer, as well as Oscar®-winning composer and director Michael Giacchino. Outside of 
media, many other topics are regularly featured, such as architecture, art, and 
conservation. Recent grant recipients of the Club’s charitable arm The Los Angeles 
Breakfast Club Foundation, like Self Help Graphics & Art and Vidiots Foundation, have also 
been welcomed to give presentations.  
 
Despite regularly enjoying a full clubhouse for weekly meetings in recent years, there have 
been points in history where the Club might have disappeared into obscurity. The Club was 
at risk of dissolving following the death of founder De Mond in 1931, and more recently 



around 2014, the Club suffered a lack of participation having dwindled down to just 31 
members – compared to today’s 200+ – just over a decade later.  
 
The Shrine of Friendship: Bringing People Together for 100 Years 
The Club takes its guiding principle of Friendship quite seriously, and always has. In 1926, 
the Club hosted famous rivals William Randolph Hearst and Harry Chandler, who “buried 
the hatchet” and shook hands at a meeting. Today, the club sees fewer feuding moguls and 
instead thrives as a sanctuary for people from all walks of life looking for a place to feel 
welcome. 
 
And it hasn’t gone unnoticed – besides the rise in participation, with 2024 club membership 
up nearly 34% from the previous year and meeting attendance up 54% during the same 
period – media outlets have begun to turn to the bright spot of community created by the 
Club when covering topics like the loneliness epidemic and the difficulty that people of all 
generations face today making friends and fostering community. The Club even made an 
appearance in 2024’s indie film from Chris Pine, The Poolman. Attention from recent 
coverage – in outlets such as the Los Angeles Times, SFGate, AAA Westways magazine and 
in SubStack newsletter Culture Study from Anne Helen Peterson, a culture writer with a cult 
following – has in turn driven even more newcomers to the club and strengthened its 
lasting legacy. 
 
“For 100 years, the Los Angeles Breakfast Club has been bringing people together in a way 
that words can hardly capture – you simply have to experience it. At a time when so many 
are searching for connection and a sense of belonging, our club offers something truly 
extraordinary: a multi-generational community where everyone, from teens to those in 
their 90s, feels valued, seen, and deeply connected. “ said Club President Mickey Corcoran. 
“The Los Angeles Breakfast Club isn’t just about a fantastic show and a hot meal — it’s 
about creating a space where people discover friendship, meaning, and a home away from 
home.” 
 
Upcoming Programming 
The Los Angeles Breakfast Club draws in hundreds of Angelenos and visitors from out of 
town with unique and fascinating programming all year round.  

Events leading up to and following the 100th Birthday Celebration on March 5 offer 
something enticing for everyone: 

FEBRUARY 

https://www.latimes.com/lifestyle/story/2022-08-01/how-to-make-friends-in-los-angeles
https://www.businessinsider.com/chris-duffy-making-friends-as-an-adult-can-be-hard-2024-7
https://www.labreakfastclub.com/poolman
https://www.latimes.com/lifestyle/list/social-clubs-los-angeles-to-make-friends#p=l-a-breakfast-club
https://www.sfgate.com/la/article/los-angeles-breakfast-club-18626146.php
https://www.labreakfastclub.com/_files/ugd/a550d2_91fdc22459f6443c8933f9f2b954d6ad.pdf
https://annehelen.substack.com/p/how-to-be-a-joiner
http://labreakfastclub.com


●​ Wednesday, February 19: Also On View – Unique and Unexpected Museums of 
Greater LA​
Author Todd Lerew and photographer Ryan Schude uncover and celebrate the 
stories and people behind many of the fascinating and underappreciated museums 
in Los Angeles. 

●​ Wednesday, February 26: The Myth of the Black Dahlia [rescheduled from 
original date] The Deranged L.A. Crimes writer, historian, and podcaster Joan 
Renner will take the audience back to the infamous case of Elizabeth Short’s tragic 
death and how it redefined Hollywood and captivated the nation. 

MARCH 

●​ Wednesday, March 5: The Los Angeles Breakfast Club's 100th Birthday Party ​
You’re Invited! Celebrating a Century of Friendship with a 35mm slideshow of rare 
LABC photos, performances of crowd favorites and hidden gems from LABC’s song 
catalog, a talk by Club Historian Rachel Skytt, and fun surprises throughout the 
morning!   

●​ Wednesday, March 12: EZTV – Tales from the World’s First Video Microcinema​
Join EZTV's Founder Michael Maccuci for stories and special clips from 45 years of 
this pioneering video art community space. 

●​ Wednesday, March 19: Bruce Vilanch – The Worst TV Shows in History and Other 
Things I Wrote ​
Legendary comedian, writer and Hollywood Squares staple Bruce Vilanch will share 
behind the scenes stories from some of his most infamous projects, including the 
now cult-classics The Star Wars Holiday Special and The Brady Bunch Variety Hour. The 
main program will be followed by a book signing.  

●​ Wednesday, March 26: The Whimsical Art of Gary Baseman ​
Artist and cartoonist Gary Baseman returns to the LABC with The Mighty Paw. The 
versatile Baseman, whose work spans fine art, fashion, and an Emmy® and 
BAFTA-winning TV series will discuss the creation of his latest book which was 
illustrated by Baseman and written by Blackie the Cat. The main program will be 
followed by a book signing. 

 
All breakfast meetings will take place at Friendship Auditorium in Griffith Park, where the 
Club has held weekly breakfast meetings since 1965. Friendship Auditorium, named as a 
nod to the Club’s tagline “The Shrine of Friendship,” was dedicated in a ceremony on 
November 3, 1965 after being built with Club funds and donated to the City of Los Angeles. 



 
Breakfast meetings are open to the public and begin at 7:00AM; Tickets are $28, include 
breakfast, and can be purchased at labreakfastclub.com. 
 
Stay Tuned 
The Club will announce more exciting plans to continue the centennial celebration 
throughout 2025.  
 

#  #  # 
 
About The Los Angeles Breakfast Club: 
The Los Angeles Breakfast Club, a 501(c)(3) organization nicknamed "The Shrine of 
Friendship," is where real people meet for breakfast to become more informed, effective 
members of their community, by providing an educational forum for preserving, 
maintaining and celebrating history, culture, and community on a local level in the Los 
Angeles region and as applied to the broader world. The Los Angeles Breakfast Club meets 
weekly at 7:00AM Wednesday mornings at Friendship Auditorium in Los Angeles, California. 
For more information, please visit LABreakfastClub.com/press. 
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